
ORDINANCE 87-4 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 86- 9  W H I C H  
PROVIDES M I N I M U M  REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION 
WITHIN THE COASTAL BUILDING ZONE; AMENDING THE 
REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, The L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a ,  h a s  

m o d i f i e d  t h e  C o a s t a l  Zone P r o t e c t i o n  A c t ,  and  

WHEREAS, The Depar tment  o f  Community A f f a i r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

F l o r i d a  h a s  recommended a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  1986 r e v i s i o n s ,  

NOW THEREFORE BE I T  ORDAINED t h i s  2 5 t h  d a y  o f  November 

1986,  t h a t  t h e  Board o f  County Commissioners  h e r e b y  amends 86-9 

a s  f o l l o w s :  

SECTION I - PURPOSE 

1.1 - GENERAL 

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  C o a s t a l  Code i s  t o  p r o v i d e  minimum 

s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  and 

s t r u c t u r e s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  h a r m f u l  e f f e c t s  o f  h u r r i c a n e s  and o t h e r  

n a t a ~ a & - d i s a s t e ~ s  s e v e r e  s t o r m s  o c c u r r i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a  

o f  t h e  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  a r e a s  o f  Nassau County which  f r o n t  - on t h e  

A t l a n t i c  Ocean. These  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

a d d r e s s  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s  which a f f e c t  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  

t h e  b e a c h ,  d u n e s ,  and  t o p o g r a p h y  o f  a d j a c e n t  p r o p e r t i e s .  The 

C o a s t a l  Code i s  s i t e  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  c o a s t a l  b u i l d i n g  zone and  

d e f i n e d  h e r e i n  and  i s  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  

e v e n t  o f  a  c o n f l i c t  be tween t h i s  Ord inance  and  o t h e r  O r d i n a n c e s ,  

t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  more r e s t r i c t i v e  d e s i g n  s h a l l  

b 
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(C) Construction for which a valid and unexpired 

building permit was issued prior to the effective date of this 

code. 

(D) Construction extending seaward of the seasonal 

high-water line which is regulated by the provisions of section 

etties, moles, 

breakwaters, seawalls, piers, revetments, beach nourishment, 

inlet dredging, etc. ) . 
I E )  Construction of non-habitable maior structures as 

defined herein, except for the requirements of paragraph 04.4 .  

(F) Construction of minor structures as defined 

herein, except for the requirements of paragraph 04 .5 .  

( G )  Structures listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places or the State Inventory of Historic Places. 

(H) Construction for improvement of a major structure 

to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary, or 

safety code specifications which are solely necessary to assure 

safe living conditions. 

2s-3---Mu&ti-Beae-St~ueC5u~e3 

2~5--~pp&*eatien-+e1-Permits: (See 2.3) 

2.3 Application for Permits: Applications for a&& 

building permits for construction in the coastal building zone en 

eeastaa-harr4er-id-, (unincorporated areas of Amelia Island) 

if not of normal or usual design, - as-deter&~ed-+*-Bu&&&&~g 

B++ieia& --  may be required by the Building Official ska&& to be --  - 

certified by an architect or professional engineer registered in 

the State of Florida. Such certifications shall state that the - 

design plans and specifications for the construction are in 
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2 ~ 5 - - ~ p p ~ i e a t & e n - ~ e f - ~ e ~ m i t s +  S e e  2 .3  

SECTION 111 - DEFINITIONS 

3 . 1  - G e n e r a l  

The f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s  a r e  d e f i n e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  u s e  i n  t h e  

C o a s t a l  Code. 

I ( b )  "Breakaway w a l l "  o r  " f r a n g i b l e  w a l l "  means a  

p a r t i t i o n  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  s t r u c t u r a l  members t h a t  w i l l  

I w i t h s t a n d  d e s i g n  wind f o r c e s ,  b u t  which  w i l l  f a i l  u n d e r  

kydfestatie hydrodynamic ,  wave, and  runup  f o r c e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

t h e  d e s i g n  s t o r m  s u r g e .  Under s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  w a l l  s h a l l  

I f a i l  i n  a  manner  s u c h  t h a t  i t  b r e a k s  up  i n t o  components  which  

min imize  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  damage t o  l i f e  o r  a d j a c e n t  p r o p e r t y .  

I t  s h a l l  b e  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a breakaway o r  f r a n g i b l e  w a l l  

t h a t  it s h a l l  h a v e  a  h o r i z o n t a l  d e s i g n  l o a d i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  n o  

less t h a n  10 n o r  more t h a t  20 pounds  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t .  

( d )  " C o a s t a l  B a r r i e r  I s l a n d s "  means g e o l o g i c a l  s u r f a c e  

f e a t u r e s  above  mean h i g h  w a t e r  which  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  s u r r o u n d e d  by -- 

m a r i n e  w a t e r s  t h a t  f r o n t  upon t h e  open  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  Gul f  o f  

Mexico,  A t l a n t i c  Ocean, F l o r i d a  Bay, o r  S t r a i t s  o f  F l o r i d a  and  

a r e  composed o f  q u a r t z  s a n d s ,  c l a y s ,  l i m e s t o n e ,  o o l i t e s ,  r o c k ,  

c o r a l ,  c o q u i n a ,  s e d i m e n t ,  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  sei& s p o i l  

- 4 -  
C O D I N G :  Words stfieken a r e  d e l e t i o n s ;  words  u n d e r l i n e d  a r e  a d d i t i o n s .  



- .  . 
. \. 

disposal. - wkiek-~eature3-&ie-abeve-t~e-&i~e-e~-mea~-~~gk-water. 

Mainland areas which were separated from the mainland by 

artificial channelization for the purpose of assisting marine 

commerce shall not be considered coastal barrier islands. - 

Specifically, Amelia Island is a "Coastal Barrier Island". 

(e) "Coastal Building Zone" means: the land area 

between the seasonal high-water line and a line 5000 feet 

landward e* from the coastal construction control line 

e3tab4isked-pu~sua~t-te-Seetie~-464~853~-F&e~da-Statutes~ or the 

entire island, whichever is less. 

+*j--x€e&um~-Aetie~x (See g) 

+gj--"€e~st~uetiea" (See h) 

(f) "Coastal Construction Control Line" means the 

landward extent of that portion of the beach-dune system which is 

subject to severe fluctations based upon a 100-year storm surge, 

I storm waves, or other predictable weather conditions as 

I established by the Department of Natural Resources in accordance 

I with section 161.053, Florida Statutes. 

(9) "Column Action" means the potential elastic 

instability in piles or columns resulting in axial or lateral 

I bending of the member due to compressive stress. 

(h) "Construction" means the ear~yiag-eut-&-any 

appearaaee-e*-aay-&a~d: building of or substantial improvement to 

any structure or the clearing, filling, or excavation of any 

land. It shall also mean any alterations in the size or use of 

any existing structure or the appearance of any land. When 

appropriate to the context, "construction" refers to the act or 

construction or the result of construction. 

+kj--"Ba~e" (See i) 
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conforms t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  Manufactured Housing Cons t ruc t i on  and 

S a f e t y  S t a n d a r d s  o r  t h e  Uniform S t anda rds  Code ANSO A-119.1 

wursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  320.823. F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s .  

f m + - - " N e ~ k a b i t a b 4 e - M u j e 1 ~ - S t ~ a e t a ~ e f i  (See  n )  

( n )  "Nonhabi table  Major S t r u c t u r e "  i n c l u d e s  b u t  i s  

n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  swimming poo l s ;  p a r k i n g  ga r ages ;  p i p e l i n e s ;  p i e r s ;  

c a n a l s ,  l a k e s ,  d i t c h e s ,  d r a i n a g e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and o t h e r  wa t e r  

r e t e n t i o n  s t r u c t u r e s ;  wa t e r  and sewage t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t s ;  

e l e c t r i c a l  power p l a n t s ,  t r a n s m i s s i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i n e s ,  

t r a n s f o r m e r  pads ,  v a u l t s ,  and s u b s t a t i o n s ;  r o a d s ,  b r i d g e s ,  

s t reets ,  and highways; under ground s t o r a g e  t a n k s .  eemma~ieatie~s 

bai4di~gs-a~d-tewe~s~-i~agpe4es-a~d-sigRs-eve1~-~5-~eet-i~-keight. 

(0 )  "NGVD" means N a t i o n a l  Geode t ic  V e r t i c a l  Datum - a  

g e o d e t i c  datum e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Ocean S e r v i c e  and 

f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  1929 Mean Sea Level  Datum. 

( p )  "One Hundred Year Storm" o r  "100-year Storm" 

means a  s h o r e  i n c i d e n t  h u r r i c a n e  o r  any o t h e r  s torm w i t h  

accompanying wind, wave, and s to rm s u r g e  i n t e n s i t y  having a  one 

p e r c e n t  chance o f  be ing  equa led  o r  exceeded i n  any g iven  y e a r ,  

d u r i n g  any 100-year  i n t e r v a l .  

( q )  "Seasona l  High-Water Line"  means t h e  l i n e  formed 

by t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i s i n g  s h o r e  and t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  150 

p e r c e n t  of t h e  l o c a l  mean t i d a l  r ange  above mean h i g h  wa t e r .  

( r )  " S t a t e  Minimum Buildincr Code" means t h e  b u i l d i n a  

codeadopted p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  r equ i r emen t s  o f  

S e c t i o n  553.73, F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s .  

(s)  " S u b s t a n t i a l  Improvement" means any r e p a i r ,  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  improvement o f  a  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  which 

e q u a l s  o r  exceeds  a  cumula t ive  t o t a l  o f  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  market  

v a l u e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  e i t h e r :  

( a )  Before  t h e  r e w a i r  o r  im~rovemen t  i s  s t a r t e d :  
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(b) Mobile Homes: Mobile homes shall conform to the 

Federal Mobile Home Construction and Safetv Standards or the 

Uniform Standards Code ANSI A119.1. ~ursuant to Section 320.823. 

Florida Statutes. as well as the reauirements of subsection (c). 

(c) Elevation, Floodproofing, Siting: All major structures 

shall be desianed. constructed and located in comwliance with the 

National Flood Insurance Reaulations as found in 44 CFR Parts 59 

and 60 or any local flood damage prevention ordinance if enacted, 

whichever is more restrictive. 

4.3 Design Conditions 

(a) Velocity Pressure : Major structures, except 

mobile homes, shall be designed in accordance with the 

reauirements of Section 1205 of the 1986 revisions to the 1985 

Standard Buildina Code usina a minimum fastest-mile wind velocitv 

of 110 or 115 mph as appropriate. These minimum design pressures 

are as follows: 

Table 1 
Velocity pressure (psf) 

Building Height 60 feet or less 

Mean Roof 
Heiaht (ft) 

Fastest-Mile Wind Velocitv. V (mwh) 
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be located a sufficient distance landward of the beach to permit 

natural shoreline fluctuations and to preserve dune stability. 

Construction, including excavation, may occur to the extent that 

the natural storm buffering and protection capability of the dune 

is not diminished. 

4.7 Public Access: Where the public has established an 

access wav throuah wrivate lands to lands seaward of mean hish 

tide or water line by prescription, prescriptive easement, or 

other legal means, development or construction shall not 

interfere with such right of access unless a comparable 

alternative accessway is provided. The developer shall have the 

right to improve, consolidate, or relocate such public accessway 

so lona as thev are: 

(a) Of Substantially similar quality and convenience to the 

~ublic: 

(b) Approved by the local government: and approved by the 

Department of Natural Resources whenever improvements are 

involved seaward of the coastal construction control line; and 

(c) Consistent with the coastal management element of the 

local comwrehensive ~ l a n  ado~ted ~ursuant to Section 163.3178. 

Florida Statutes. 

473--Aegereaees (See 5.1) 

5.1 References 

Coastal Construction Manual, Federal Emergency 

Management Agency, February, 1986. (Please note that the wind 

desian section is based uwon the 1982 edition of the Standard 

Building Code with the 1984 accumulated amendments and not the 

1985 edition of the Standard Building Code with the 1986 
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